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In 1956, Olive Higgins Prouty bestowed a 

therapeutic healing garden to the Boston Children’s 

Hospital as a gift in honor of her two daughters. She 

intended the Prouty Garden to remain in perpetuity 

as long as there were patients, parents, and staff to 

enjoy it. However, the hospital has purposed an 

expansion plan that would necessitate the 

destruction of the garden. In July 2012, a change.org 

petition was initiated to preserve the Prouty Garden. 

Results

To date, the people’s petition to preserve the Prouty 

Garden has garnered 16,027 signatures with a range 

of comments emphasizing the therapeutic healing 

benefits of the garden. The garden serves a range of 

purposes including an oasis, spiritual respite, and a bit 

of normalcy and community when patients and their 

families are faced with illness and traumatic events. 

Thousands of patients, parents, families, staff, and 

community members have urged rethinking and 

alternate solutions to preserve the garden and permit 

hospital expansion.
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For more information please visit:
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The change.org petition served as the source of data 

for this research. The petition has garnered 

signatures from July 2012 and is ongoing. The online 

petition provided the opportunity for signatories to 

enter open-ended comments. One year’s worth of 

comments, July 2012 - June 2013, were qualitatively 

analyzed to identify predominant themes.

Qualitative Themes 
Several comments included more than one theme, and were coded accordingly when multiple themes were present.

Petition Demographics         (N=1,732)

Role n %

Patient 43 2.5%

Parent 254 14.7%

Relative 126 7.3%

Friend 136 7.9%

Staff 125 7.2%

Trainee 35 2%

Other 45 2.6%

Unknown 968 55.8%

Positive Emotions Examples n

Oasis “The garden is important to gain some peace of mind from the worries of sickness and worry! It is an oasis in the midst of chaos!”

“It’s a special space for peace, relaxing, spirituality, happiness, goodbyes, hello's...it's our color in the hospital.” 
555

Holistic Healing “I know a four year old girl who loves the Prouty Garden and she is waiting for a heart transplant just as my husband did. It is not just a garden. It's a place that is medicine to the souls 

of the sick.”

“It can lift spirits, or help some come to terms with their ordeal and offer some serenity. It's been proven that nature has a positive effect on patients' outcomes and this garden should be 

considered by Boston Children's Hospital's (powers that be) in the same way they consider other treatment options such as physical therapies and counseling.”

459

Nature “A spirit exists in every blade of grass, every tree, flower and plant, at peace in the Prouty Garden. The nearby, and too often lost voices of children; some happy, some sad, sing in 

harmony with the wind and ancestral trees clinging to this sacred ground. The greatest honors of respect and memory would be extended by redrawing the future to remember the past.”

“To see a bird fly, a flower bloom, a breeze are all very grounding when your world is falling apart. Somehow when you know the natural world is continuing to grow and go on you can 

see that you can also continue. The quiet beauty of the garden nurtures the soul and heals the heart.”

315

Memory “So many precious memories will be destroyed when it goes.”

“It was important to a little girl who spent most of her time in children's hospital while she was alive.”
240

Spiritual “My five year old son was in the hospital and all medications and treatments seemed to be failing him. Bringing him to the Prouty Garden gave us moments of happiness and hope in a 

dark and scary time, and helped us find the strength to keep looking for a way to help him.”

“The daughter of a friend of mine is at BCH right now, and I know this garden has brought that family (and undoubtedly many others) much joy and peace during what is a very trying

time. People need places like this to feed their souls while their bodies are struggling.”

191

Antidote to Technology “Tears of joy streamed down my face because I knew he would not die without feeling the sun on his face, feeling the breeze on his skin, hearing the birds sing and smelling the sweet 

flowers. This garden was possibly the only thing that stood between him and a life that consisted solely of lights, machines and alarms.”

“My daughter spent over a year in and out of the hospital with lung cancer. She needed a quiet place, a place for some fresh air. A magical place with hidden animals. A beautiful, natural 

place with nature; a place away from plastic tubing, clicking machines, awful medicine. Patients need this place.”

124

Benefit to Staff “This a place where all can go to find peace and process the stress from the hospital environment. Without it, the health of the workers will suffer, and therefore the patients.”

“I worked at Children's Hospital, and this garden was a healing and recharging oasis for employees as well as patients. Would be such a step backwards to destroy it.”
102

Normalcy “Patients need a place to not just be patients....but to be people...human...a place to give them a sense of peace, love, tranquility.”

“It was where we took my brother after being in the hospital for months to sit outside and enjoy being a family for a little while during our hospital visits. It was 1975- the space meant the 

world to us. It was a little piece of normal life.”

59

Connection to 

Community

“Either way parents who sit quietly and tune in to the spirit of the place which is abundant here, find solidarity with those who have gone before and leave a little piece of strength behind 

for those who come after.” 

“When faced with one of life's most unimaginable challenges, I have sought the tranquility of this space many times while my daughter was inpatient and found great solace (and 

support) from knowing that so many others like me have sat where I did to face similarly humbled thoughts. Being able to recognize that others before me have been through the 

same/similar challenges was of great comfort.”

11

Negative Emotions Examples n

Urgency to Stop

Destruction

“Preservation, is very important to me too many historical sites, buildings, gardens, etc. get dug up or torn down for "so called“ progress, there must be an alternative way to "progress.”

“Along with the garden, architecture can be a leading aspect of healing for patients, if carried out in a proper way. However, the two have to come together harmoniously, in order to 

achieve the best outcome for the patients, families, and staff of the hospital. Other architectural options must be pursued, rather than carrying through with the current plan.”

163

Violation of Promise “I believe in promises kept. I believe in the beauty of nature. I believe in history. I believe in the healing serenity of God's beautiful gardens. Progress without any of that is not progress but 

a decline in our priorities. Our number one priority the healing of our children and families.” 

“The notion of destroying a garden that shares a legacy with Central Park, Arnold Arboretum and so many more grand sites is very troubling. Coupled with the fact that the garden was a 

gift from a dedicated supporter makes the plan a betrayal. Sometimes the right decision is not the most "practical," and I respectfully submit that this is one of those times.”

135

Shame/Disappointment “What a shame that CH feels this sanctuary is expendable. In addition, that fabulous tree, which is supposed to be a rare commodity in our area will be gone!”

“I am so, so sick of companies and organizations who forsake every little bit of goodness and beauty for the $$$ bottom line. It also irritates me no end that they are not honoring a

cherished and valuable legacy, given as a gift. I'm sure Mrs. Prouty would never have given this had she known it would eventually be bulldozed. Get a grip, people. This is a priceless 

sanctuary that serves the needs of the people. You should be ashamed of your greed and thoughtlessness."

122

Money, Corporate 

Focus

“This beautiful space was a GIFT...not to the hospital or your shareholders, but to the countless families that have been comforted and refreshed within it. I'm sure whatever you plan on 

doing with it is being done so you can make more profit...for once, do the right thing and choose humanity over profit!”

“Perhaps we should not focus on what it will cost to keep it but what it will cost to lose it.”

17

Method

Background

Conclusions

From July 2012 - April 2016, 16,027 patients, 

families, staff, and community members signed the 

online petition. In the first year, 1,732 people wrote 

open-ended comments. 
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